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Greetings everyone! As I am writing this I am 

looking forward to celebrating my 49th birthday 

with my family, my last year before I hit the half 

century mark! I am sure for many of you that 

seems like a day that is too far in the future to 

think about and for others it was a day far in the 

past you can barely remember. For me though it 

is a reminder of how time continues to move and 

causes reflection of where I am at in my life.  Am 

I doing what I have been called to do? Have I 

grown and matured in a way that has been 

pleasing to God? 

In the same way I think about our church and 

kicking-off another year in September and how 

Grace Mennonite is celebrating our 61st year as 

a body of believers. In thinking about those 61 

years I am filled with gratitude for those that 

have built and grown this Church. I know it has 

not been easy and, while hindsight may point 

out mistakes that were made, there were also 

many things to celebrate as well. These are all 

part of the journey God had for our church, 

making Grace Mennonite who it is today. So 

thank you to those that have committed so 

much of their lives to this church and giving 

future generations a place to grow in their faith. 

With our commitment to Love God, Love Others 

and Make Disciples I am very excited about 

kicking off our year with a focus on our spiritual 

growth as individuals and then ultimately as a 

Church fulfilling our mission to make disciples.  As 

a Lead Team we feel very passionate about this 

first step of self reflection and evaluation; am I 

doing what I am called to do and am I growing 

in my faith? Young, old, new members and long 
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serving members we are all called to grow.  

Just as Grace Mennonite Church has paused 

and sought Gods direction over the years so 

should we take time to pause personally for self 

reflection and search our motives.   

“Let us search out and examine our ways…” 

Lamentations 3:40. 

- Submitted by Derek Hiebert 

Welcome Brad!  
This past Monday was Brad’s first day in the 

office as our Pastor of Youth and Family 

Discipleship and we are thrilled to have him on 

the team. 

The official installation service will be this 

Sunday, August 21. Everyone is encouraged to 

attend. Brad and Kara will also be transferring 

their membership on Sunday. 
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Sunday School 
We are getting closer to having our Sunday 

School positions filled, but are still in need of a 

few more volunteers. If this is something that you 

are feeling God is calling you to, please connect 

with us! 

Ashley Fehr- ashleyfehr89@gmail.com  

Christa Reimer- reimer.christa@gmail.com  

Jodi Wiebe- jodimwiebe@gmail.com 

Church Mailboxes 
Last week we updated our mailboxes 

and added names for some who have 

begun attending Grace over the past 

year. 

If you’ve been at church fairly regularly, check to 

see if you’ve got a new box. If we missed you, I’m 

sorry. Just let us know and we’ll get you one as 

soon as possible. 

If you already had a mailbox, make sure you’re 

getting the right mail. Your mailbox is probably in 

a different spot. 

Thinking about 
Membership at 
Grace?  
If you have been thinking/wondering about 

membership at Grace church, the best place to 

start is with our "Covenant Community Basics" 

booklet. This can be found on our Website 

resources page, or you can grab a print copy at 

the Welcome Centre. If you then decide to go 

ahead, let pastor Sean know and he will set up 

a time to meet with you to discuss membership. 

We will be welcoming new members, and 

reaffirming our membership covenant at our 

October 2nd service. So if you would like to be 

part of that you might want to get started with 

the process. Contact the office if you have any 

questions. 

 

Change of Time -  Report 
from North Africa 
Everyone is invited to join us Sunday, August 21st 

at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall for a report from our 

friends from North Africa. Coffee and snacks will 

be provided. (Time was changed due to a 

scheduling conflict). Grace Bonfire 
Thursday - August 25 at 7pm 

Come out for an evening of fun 

and fellowship. Bring snacks to 

share, roasting sticks and 

marshmallows, lawn chairs and 

lawn games. We’ll provide the beverages and 

the fire. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. Feel free to invite 

your friends. 

mailto:ashleyfehr89@gmail.com
mailto:reimer.christa@gmail.com
mailto:jodimwiebe@gmail.com
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Partnership Focus 
After a two year absence, we 

are heading back to Mexico! 

The next Esperanza Mission Trip is 

set to take place between February 17 - 27, 

2023.   

This ‘vacation with a mission’ will take you to 

Casa Esperanza ParaTi, located outside of 

Querétaro City, in central Mexico. While there 

you will help with building projects, make 

connections with a wonderful group of children 

and directors, and explore the culture of 

Mexico.  

Esperanza Orphanage is a Christian centered 

orphanage for children who have been taken 

into care by Mexican Family Services due to 

severe abuse or neglect. Despite the hardships 

and experiences these children have endured, 

they are incredibly excited to see us when we 

show up and are a joy to be around.  Their 

smiles and hugs will melt your heart. 

We need three things to make this trip a reality: 

1) We need you to sign up and come along. 

There are no special skills required.  

2) We need financial assistance for building 

supplies and to aid a couple of volunteers 

who have the spirit to come but who are 

having some financial constraints.  

3) We need prayers and support for the team 

we are assembling and for Directors and 

children at Esperanza Orphanage. 

Follow the team on Facebook at Esperanza 

Mission Trip 2023 and feel free to check out our 

prior Facebook Esperanza Mission Trip pages for 

some great team photos.  

Please see Chris Kalansky for further information. 

Thank you. 

Journey Canada -  

Update from Reg 
I have decided to resign from my position at 

Journey Canada. I want to take this opportunity 

to thank you for your support, prayers, and 

encouragement during my seven years on staff 

with the ministry. 

I have received so much personally from this 

ministry and, as a staff member, it has also been 

such a privilege to help other people draw closer 

to Jesus and know more of His love for them. 

These are things I will always cherish, and you 

have been a big part of it. Thank you so much! 

Raena Peters will be continuing as the Program 

Coordinator for Manitoba. This is a position we 

began to share when Raena returned to the 

Journey staff in 2020, but she has since been 

taking over more of the responsibilities. I look 

forward to her continuing in the ministry God has 

called her to, and to the gifts, new ideas, and life 

that she brings to Journey. 

As for my next steps, I have accepted a position 

as an accounting technician at an accounting 

firm. Doing the finances for Journey Canada was 

one of the hats I wore, and I'm looking forward to 

doing similar work but also growing my skills and 

knowledge in this area. In terms of ministry, my 

plan is to take a break from formal ministry work 

to take some time to rest and to listen to the Lord 

for where He might guide me in this next season. 

 

Thanks once again for your support these past 

seven years! 

 

Reg Froese  

 

On behalf of Grace Church we would like to 

express our thanks to Reg for his 7 years of service 

at Journey Canada and wish him the best in his 

future endeavors. 
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YOUNG ADULTS FIRESIDE:  
Any Young Adults 18+ are invited to come to 

Walter & Mel Friesen’s backyard Saturday 

evenings for an opportunity to connect with 

each other from 7:30-11.  Our address is 5 

Duster Bay.  If you have any questions, feel free 

to text or call 204-384-9801 (Mel) or 431-775-

9799 (Walter) 

We will be meeting on the following dates: 

August 6, 13, 20 & 27  

Prayer and Praise 
Pray for our shut-ins and those with on-going 

health issues:  

 Marie Klassen • Agnes Giesbrecht 

 Katherine Krahn • Maria Loewen 

 Marie Brown  • Karl Redekop 

 Anne Enns • Henry Hiebert 

 Marilyn Hildebrand • Margaret Ayala 

 Linda Hiebert • Linda Jenkins  

 Deana Wilson • Abe Hildebrand 

 Mary Friesen (recovering from a broken leg in 

BTHC) 

 Helen Gerbrand. Helen is doing much better 

and was able to go home this week. 

Volunteer Opportunity -  
BTHC 
Are you interested in leading people in worship?  

Need to find an outlet where your compassion 

gifts will be exercised?  We have an opportunity 

for you at Boundary Trails Hospital helping with 

Sunday Evening Services.  If you love to minister to 

people in recovery that need your gifts contact 

Larry Reimer, Spiritual Care Coordinator at Ph: 204-

331-8809 or by email lreimer2@southernhealth.ca 

Salem Event 
Salem Foundation and Ladies Auxiliary are excited 

to host their annual Building for Tomorrow Dinner 

on Thursday, October 6 , 2022 at 6:30pm at the 

Winkler Mennonite Church. 

The event will feature guest speaker Wilma 

Derksen. Wilma has an empathetic understanding 

‘of the journey of healing and restoration’.  

Mother of Candace, who was kidnapped and 

killed in 1984, and wife to the late Cliff Derksen. It 

will be a great opportunity for everyone to gather 

to hear about her journey and a challenge for us 

to put our faith into action. 

Tickets available individually or as table sponsors 

by calling 204-325-4316 from 9-4pm at the Salem 

Home Office or on the website: //salemhome.ca/

salem-foundation/donations/ 

Funds raised at the Dinner are designated for the 

resident rooms at Salem Home - Phase II of 

Cottonwood Renovation. 

For more information refer to “What’s Happening” 

on the Salem Home website: www.salemhome.ca 

or check out Instagram @SalemHomeFoundation. 

Community Events 
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